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Tone, and more than one assurance was sent to Ireland, that
French soldiers would speedily arrive.1 Dean "VVarburton dis-
covered that in. his district, which had a few weeks before become
quite peaceful, men were going from house to house whispering
the news, arid telling the people that tithes and taxes would
soon be abolished; and although he had reason to believe that
he was himself personally popular, he feared that the people-
welcomed c every circumstance that afforded the smallest hope of
an invasion."2 McNally assured the Government that, at a party
at (irattan's house, the opinion was unanimously expressed that
an invasion would be attempted, and that if it succeeded, the
only course would be to form a convention, exclusive of Parlia-
ment, to treat for the country with the French.3 There were ru-
mours of plots to seize Dublin Castle and barracks; confident
assertions that, in a few weeks, all Irelnnd would be in a blaze;
reports that a French expedition was about to start for Lough
Rwilly ; that Lawless, Lord Oloncurry's son, had gone over to
London to confer with a French agent; that Lord Edward
Pit'/geruld and Arthur O'Connor desired an immediate out-
break.4

Pelham was at this time in England, but Cooke sent to him,
near the eud of the year, a most circumstantial and alarming
Ktory which had come from McXully. It was,c that Lord Edward
received, some days since, orders from Paris to urge an insurrec-
tion here with all speed, in order to draw troops from England.
In consequence of it, there was a nleeting of the head commit-
tee, where lie and O'Connor urged immediate measures of vigour.
They proposed arming a body of 500 with short swords; that
this body should repair to all the mass-houses at midnight mass
on Christmas morning; that by false attacks they should per-
suade the people to raise a cry that the Orangemen were murder-
ing the Catholics; that, having raised the uproar, they should
begin their attack on the Castle, &c. Many priests were anxious
fur this plan, but Emmet, Chambers &c. opposed, and in con-
sequence, the bishops, who were against outrage, put off mass
till seven o'clock in the morning. The moderate party are again*--
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